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One-page summary supporting the brief of the New Brunswick Professional Association of 
Criminology (NBPAC).

The problem
In New Brunswick, the title “criminologist” is protected by no law. Anyone may claim it, with no 
recognized training or ethical oversight, even though criminologists work with vulnerable people and 
inform justice decisions.

The request
• Recognize the criminologist as a title-protected profession in New Brunswick.
• Reserve the title “criminologist” (and the abbreviation “crim.”) to those meeting established 

standards.
• Task the NBPAC with oversight (admission, ethics, complaints, continuing education).

Why now
• Precedents in N.B.: counselling therapy (2017), psychology, social work (2024 Act).
• Quebec has recognized the criminologist since 2015.
• The NBPAC already has bylaws, a code of ethics, a scope-of-practice standard and a complaints 

process.

Benefits
• Greater protection of the public and vulnerable people.
• Clarity for employers and courts.
• Complementarity — not competition — with regulated professions.
• Services in both official languages, at no cost to taxpayers.

Our commitment
The NBPAC defines the criminologist by competence and the justice domain, defers clinical acts to 
regulated professions and embeds a duty of referral in its code of ethics. We wish to collaborate with 
the government and existing regulators.
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